
Ladies, 

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday and have survived the “winter blasts” that we have been         
having across the country.  

As you may know, Vicky, Sally and I are not going to England this January for the SMT Board      
meeting, we will be participate via conference call on February 3

rd
.  Look for a more detail update   

after the Board Meeting. We are looking forward to being in England for our June Board meeting. 

I wanted to provide several more operational updates to the group: 

 The solicitation letters and envelopes have been sent to all the Associate Trustees.  For those 
of you who are mentors, please reach out to see if your mentees have any questions. 

 The Sulgrave Manor Trust has a new Trustee, Dr Huw David.  Dr. David is a former colleague of 
Nigel Bowles at Oxford. Nigel appointed him to his post as Development Executive of the 
Rothermere American Institute where they worked closely together for some six years. Dr.   
David will focus on the Trust’s Development Strategy.  

 There is an updated Roster (and attached) on the website, this has several corrections and    
includes our new Associate Trustee for Wyoming. Please join me in welcoming Colleen 
Winchell (cwcawinchell@gmail.com). As a reminder, our website address is https://
www.sulgravemanor.us. User name: fsm, Password: George. In addition, we have added a link 
to the current by-laws to the website. 

 We have an exciting new addition to our website. Under Welcome to the Friends of Sulgrave 
Manor section, you will see a bullet that says “Photo Galleries”. If you click on the link, you will 
be prompted to enter the password noted on the line (SulgraveManor). You will be taken to a 
FSM Photo Gallery.  You can click on any folder to review the individual photos. 
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Once in a selected folder, you can right click the large photo on the right with your mouse, 
select “Copy” and then paste the photo into another document. 

 

 Finally, we have the dates for our Dames Day 2021! The trip will be from May 24
th

 to May 30
th

 
to be followed by several optional post trips. Below is a preliminary schedule. In the next few 
weeks you will see a more detail schedule on the Connoisseurs Tours website (http://
www.connoisseurstours.com/nscda-private-tours.html ). You can also sign-up on the site for 
first access of information regarding the trip! 
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Preliminary Schedule 
Day 1 - May 24

th
 

Arrive in London - private meet and greet transfers - arrive hotels  and relax. That evening there will 
be an informal cocktail meet and great hosted by Sally Congdon and Caroline Goedhart. 

Day 2 - May 25
th

, Hidden Gardens of London 

Curated tour of various private gardens. Reception, dinner and speaker regarding the Chelsea Flower 
show at the Sloan Club. 

Day 3 - May 26
th

, Chelsea Flower Show 

There is no greater flower show on earth than the Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower Show. 
Spend the day roaming the show to your heart’s content before it receives the bustling crowds of the 
main days. And what better way to bring this day to a close than an exquisite afternoon tea 
(included). Evening free. 

Day 4 - May 27th, Depart for Sulgrave  with an iconic stop en route 

Steeped in tradition and history, Fawsley Hall Hotel & Spa in Northamptonshire is a beautiful country 
house hotel surrounded by formal gardens and parkland landscaped by Capability Brown in the 
1760s. It was a home built for entertaining: Henry VIII, Elizabeth I and other monarchs all enjoyed its 
fine hospitality, and that tradition continues to this day. The hotel has been awarded 4 AA red stars 
and 2 Rosettes for its Cedar Restaurant, which offers a host of treats, not least of which is afternoon 
tea, a much-loved tradition within its walls. 

Enroute we will visit a “surprise” estate for a tour and lunch. 

Day 5 - May 28
th

, Tour of Estates and Gardens 

The day will be spent touring private estates and gardens.  We will be back at the hotel around 3pm.  
That evening we will have evening cocktails in a private home. 

Day 6 - May 29
th

, Sulgrave Day Celebration 

We will celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the opening of Sulgrave Manor to the public. Special 
events are being planning along with a luncheon at Sulgrave Manor.  We will return to the hotel that 
evening for a farewell dinner. 

Day 7 - May 30
th

, Sulgrave Day, Public Celebration 

We will return to Sulgrave Manor to join for a few hours the public celebration of the 100 year       
anniversary.  The group will then depart to Heathrow/London for those flying out on May 31

st
. For 

those continuing to Ireland, Wales or Scotland extensions, they will be transferred to their starting 
points. 

 Heritage Homes and Gardens of Scotland, May 30 - June 5, 2021 

 Iconic Homes and Gardens of Ireland, May 30 - June 5, 2021 

 Wales and Welsh Estates and Gardens, May 30 - June 5, 2021 

 Thank-you all for all your time and effort in support of Sulgrave Manor.  More to come after our SMT 
board meeting on the state of the Manor restoration. 

  

   Vice-President, Friends of Sulgrave Manor 

   NSCDA Junior Representative to Sulgrave Manor Trust 

  


